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Over the past several months I have been extremely blessed with many different opportunities to share the gospel through the two books I released this past year, “How God Blows Me Away” and “Christian: 12 Things You Can Do That Will Drastically Improve Your Faith.”  God is really using these books and speaking to folks all over the world.  I could not be happier!
This book should be no different and I fully believe God to work an incredible way – to restore your faith and bring you JOY before you start the day.  May the scriptures leap off the pages at you – may the dialogue drive the points home and serve as being challenging, rewarding, and encouraging.  
So here is my goal with Mocha in the Morning.  
We have all seen these 21 Day challenges EVERYWHERE we look.  It’s the new fad!  However, I am not trying to make this a fad.  This is simple.  21 days of pure TRUTH – no gimmicks these are the words of our Almighty God – dealing with grace, peace, and of course, the morning hours.  
Some of you may not be morning people – that’s ok!  These are suppose to lift your spirits up – so if you are grumpy in the morning or “rolled out of the wrong side of the bed” – well, now you have some peace being spread to your morning.
I can’t tell you how much it RUINS my day if I start off the morning wrong.  I don’t know about you, but I surely cannot turn to the news to bring me some happiness with my cup of ‘joe.”  I need a source that awakens me – both in the physical and the spiritual.  That is what “Mocha in the Morning” is gearing for.
Use these – everyday.  The Bible is our sword!  Use it when you’re tired and put the enemy to rest for the day!  

May the Lord bless you!
Kindest Regards,
Andrew G. Wright Sr.
http://Andrewwrightguru.wix.com/lifechange
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"The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land."
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No better experience and picture of grace happens than that of what God provides for us daily in the springtime.  I absolutely love spring!  Spring and the beginning of summer have to be the most fulfilling times of the year for me.  Just as this scripture is indicating that the “time for singing has come” – winter is finally over – we can usher in a season of growth and abundance.
This scripture is telling because it is giving us grace and peace of mind to know that seasons pass.  
I know for me, when I am in a season, it definitely feels like winter, am I right?  You feel like there is no end to it!  You feel that even when things start to “warm up a little” – bam!  You are hit with yet another snow storm (challenge) to dig out of again.  Winter does feel longer than all the other seasons because it just isn’t as fun all the time.  During the spring, you are looking forward to the summer months and the weather getting nicer.  
For farmers, they are plotting their farms.
Gardners are starting to sow their flowers and plan their gardens.  
I remember as a kid, we always had a plan in the spring to get the pool area ready to open by Memorial Day – last weekend of May.  We would look forward to the weather getting nicer, the Barbeque we would have, and just family coming together.
Summer just flies by.  
I was actually just talking about this with my wife Carmen, it seems like during the summer we blink and it is gone.  We will always see the comments on a friends facebook page, or say it to each other, “20 more weeks till Christmas!”  I actually caught her planning a budget already for Christmas!  Sure, it is fine to be planning, but I’d like to enjoy going outside in my shorts and T-shirt right now!
The point is this.  
Songs of Solomon 2:12 encourages us this morning to know that the seasons come and go.  Your flowers are appearing on earth – the time for singing has come1
It is time to water your flowers today!  It is time to live in expectancy that something incredible is going to blossom in this new season of growth and abundance.  Live in peace to know that God has brought you through the storms!  Raise your voice to Heaven and sing to him this morning.  Thank him!  For HE is GOOD!




Thoughts for the Day:  
What storm, small or large has God brought you through?  

What season, like winter, was a dark and cold time that NOW you can celebrate being over?  




Prayer:
Lord, thank you for the start of this new season in my life!  Lord, thank you for blessing me with those struggles – I learned, father!  I learned that YOU are God.  You were there the whole time for me!  It wasn’t you that left me – but I left you.  I am sorry, Lord – please forgive me!  
Father, today I thank you for how magnificent you are!  As I gaze out the window, I am so thankful for the experiences that you have put into my life.  I am thankful for my family!  I am thankful for the many blessings of your hand, Lord!  I know Lord that you are working in my life for Good!  Thank you, Lord.  
I pray Lord for your continued favor – for your continued blessing on me Lord.  

Hear my singing this morning Lord!  Hear your praises being raised!  

In your HEAVENLY and INCREDIBLE name I pray – Amen!
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"My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever."














The older I get, the more I am seeing that there is truth to the whole thing that your body doesn’t recoup from the prior day like it used to.  During the summer months, I play adult fast pitched baseball with some old friends of mine that I played high school baseball with.  Some of these guys went on to play minor league ball and college baseball and are extremely talented.  They have worked on their bodies for years to be in top physical condition.  
Having been away from the game for a while, it sure took this old man some time to get back in shape.  Getting our bodies ready takes time and dedication – to just jump right back into the game there is going to be pain and failures.  
This morning, we can look back when our flesh and our hearts, minds, emotions, bodies, intelligence, anything human has failed us.  Even when we tried our best, we may have failed along the way.
Perhaps some of us are experience a failure right now or you feel like your failing?  This morning, while you sit and read take heart that even though “my flesh and my heart may have failed me – GOD is the strength of my heart and portion forever!”  
Today, be encouraged that HE is the source of strength.  That HE never changes!  He has promised to “raise you up by the wings of eagles” and will “uphold you with his righteous right hand!”
Wherever there is failure in your life – GOD has a chance to provide the strength and a victory!  Let go of those failures and let God surround you with his amazing grace!

Prayer:
Lord God, you never change!  You have promised that you are the same yesterday, today and forever!  Father, I may feel that I have failed, or my body is failing me – but Lord you are my source of strength!  Thank you Lord for revealing your amazing and abundant Grace to me this morning!  Father bless me today and help me walk in your ways, to hear your voice, and to feel your compassionate and loving arms around me.  I am letting go of my failures – they are behind me – and embracing your offer to “make the burden light.”

In your HOLY name I pray!

Amen!
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"Commit your work to the Lord,
and your plans will be established."













I have to admit that I NEVER understood this philosophy.  Numerous times throughout the Bible I kept reading “commit your work to the Lord” or give it over to him and just let him handle it.  In our society that isn’t what we are being taught is it?

Work harder!  Make More!  At least this is the business lessons that I use to get?

How about when you work so hard, but no results are showing up?

This is where I was about this time a year ago.  I was working so hard at my job.  50-60 hours a week was nothing.  Made hundreds of phone calls – still nothing.  The new business was not being generated, and the business I had was slipping for some reason.  I look back and see a season of spiritual learning.  I had to fully rely on the Lord to provide as he said he would.  

He calls himself the great provider – and he wants to provide all things “according to his riches and His glory!”

I highly recommend this way of life.  It is so contrary to any impulse you have as a member of the working class, but I feel the Lord not only wanted me to learn a thing or two about who is in charge when it comes to work, but also to build faith for me and my readers.  

My prayer of faith went out something like this that day.  “Lord, I understand your lesson.  If you want me here at this job, you will provide.  I feel you want me here as I work for a very respected company with great leadership that has you as the head of his life.  I am going to take my hands off my job and just let you provide the leads that I need.  I am going to still make my phone calls, but I am trusting that you will provide more favor and direction since what I, Andrew Wright, am trying to do is NOT working at all.  It is yours, you take it.  You asked for it – I am listening and giving it over.”

The results were incredible.  When God wants to move, he definitely will.  He blessed me so much that quarter and it seemed like I did nothing but sit back and express thanksgiving.  I got our finances back to where they were prior to the decline and learned a valuable lesson in that time.  

When you commit your work to the Lord – HE will establish the playing field.  He will put those people HE wants you to talk to in your path.  HE will close a deal for you.  HE will be the source of insight and awakening.  HE will make those paths straight and be the great provider he promised he was.  HE will supply all your needs according to his riches and his glory!

Challenge:
This morning – make a commitment to give your job to the Lord.  Stop worshiping the false idol.  Be honest with yourself it is a false idol.  Ask him to forgive you and ask him to make the burden light – leading you to where you should go.  Tell him he is the great provider and mean it with all your heart.  You’re not the provider for your family – God is.  You take his instruction and obey.  He is the provider from here on out!

Prayer:
Lord – be the provider.  Forgive me for my selfish ways when it comes to work.  I have done wrong please forgive me.  Lord awaken me!  You are the great provider and my faith in you is restored.  I am sorry I put it on myself when you instructed for us to cast our cares to you.  Lord bless me today as I make you the sole provider for my life.  I have faith in you to do as you say.  
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"Do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself
or what you should say,
for the Holy Spirit will teach you
in that very hour what you ought to say."

















When we have Jesus residing in our hearts, we have a comfort in knowing that he has our backs.  Here Jesus is talking to his disciples about when they would go out and preach the gospel.  You have to image the anxiety this caused within them because this was something “new” to the Jewish people.  They were speaking to well-educated folks on the matters that they knew best.  

To take it a step further, he is talking about when they “might” be arrested by the leaders and elders!  Now we are REALLY talking to an educated group of people.  There was no manual for these guys to use.  They did not have a teleprompter.  They did not even have a free platform – they were just required to speak and have faith that the Holy Spirit would use their words to transform hearts and lives to the acceptance of Jesus.

Is the Holy Spirit guiding your life like this?  Do you have faith like that?  Do we trust the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our lives – fully and completely – even in difficult situations like the disciples experienced?

I often think of our brothers and sisters overseas.  These men and women are facing some of the greatest persecution from Muslim territories in the history of the world.  Thousands of Christians have lost their lives, yet still proceeded to believe in Jesus and spread the gospels throughout the Middle East.  If you are from the Middle East brother or sister, know that I am praying for you.  Know that you are NOT forgotten.  We are praying for your protection and safety.  We are praying for God to use you in such an incredible and remarkable way!  Praise God for your sacrifice as you are on the front lines!  

If you care to focus on just the negative of this situation, which is without a shadow of a doubt a big negative in our brothers and sisters being martyrs, you will miss that the gospel continues to grow – it is reaching all ends of world despite this persecution.  

These people, though fear has to be present, are not permitting anxiety to get in the way of the gospel – and the Holy Spirit is using them to say what is needed to say to change lives and bring souls to Jesus.

There is comfort in this scripture this morning that even when we are not sure which way to go, what to say, or where things are heading – if we can learn to trust Jesus and listen to the Holy Spirit – we can rest assured that Jesus will fulfill his promise to us. 

Jesus mentioned that he HAD to leave this world so that something even GREATER could come after him – the Holy Spirit.  Here the son of God says something is greater than him – what a gift to receive.  We need to trust him and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to lead us in all truth.

Prayer:
Lord, lead my life!  I am tired of trying to do this on my own – I acknowledge that I have tried and I was wrong.  I trust and love you Lord, Jesus.  Spirit of the Living God guide me in all truth – in every aspect of my life, guide and direct my steps.  Jesus is the potter, and I am the clay!  I will not carry the spirit of fear and anxiety with me any longer.  No anxiety exists – it’s a lie from Satan and I bind up the lie in the name of JESUS!  
Today I stand in agreement with brothers and sisters worldwide that your spirit will move to serve and protect the saints in the Middle East facing persecution.  Lord may you guide and protect them.  Defeat their enemies for them, Lord!  May your gospel be shared throughout the Middle East – openly!  May those blinded see, may those deaf hear once again!  Work signs, wonders and miracles and give them BOLDNESS to preach in areas of the world that are against you!  Forgive their adversaries, Lord.  They do not know what they do.

In your Holy Name I pray, Amen!


[bookmark: _Toc455071586][bookmark: _Toc256000023]DAY 5 Psalm 128:3


"Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots around your table."

















Men, and Women, but Men in particular NEED to be praying for your wives.  You are the head of the household.  Pray for your wives every morning, every day, all day.  You want a happy life, pray for your wife 

Wives, also pray for your husbands as well.

Divorce is so rampant in our society and surprising even the Church.  This can’t be so!  No more!  If we pray for our spouses and ask for the Lord to bless, guide and protect them – I have faith that our Lord will bless our marriages and bind up Satan stopping him in his tracks.

This verse gives thanks for our spouses, but I wanted to take it a step further this morning.  WE need to express thanksgiving, but be praying for our spouses.  This world is so complex and so against anything that is of love, doesn’t it only make sense to pray for the people we love to be protected from the wickedness?

It only makes sense, but why don’t we do it more often?  

Husbands – don’t you understand the stresses she goes through in putting up with you?  She is cleaning after you, she is tending the kids, and really just utterly “stuck” in the house all day?

Wives – your man is out making a living busting his tail for you.  He loves you and wants to provide for you as the head of the house.  He puts up with the worlds crap to make your life easier and so that you don’t have to!

WE need each other.  Physically, emotionally, AND more importantly SPIRITUALLY!

No doubt that spiritual needs are the most important because we are NOT playing a game against something we can see.  You see there is a war that is raging around us that we CAN’T see.  A war that hates you, hates me, and hates the church.  He wants to destroy you, he wants to destroy your kids, and he wants to destroy your marriage.  

WE NEED EACH OTHER IN PRAYER.  

I hope that made sense – and I hope you are taking it seriously.  Where would our marriage be if we fully and completely gave everything over to God and, by faith, trusted him with it?  The petty arguments?  Gone!  Stressing the small stuff?  Gone!  Where there wasn’t a way – there is a way now because with GOD all things are possible.  That broken marriage can be restored.   That hurtful thing he/she said to you can be forgiven and healed.  Instead of being mad at each other, we can rise up and give THANKS for our wives and husbands!  He can take us to higher heights together!

Pray for our kids and be thankful for our kids.  Be thankful for the moments you have right now because life goes way too fast and is way to unexpected.  

I wake up some mornings and look at my two little kids and say “No – please slow down.”  

I HATE the movie “Click” by Adam Sandler.  Not because it’s a bad movie, no – its an excellent movie.  I cry every time I watch it – that’s why I hate it!  It does such a great job presenting the problem with overlooking the blessings of family in our lives.  If you haven’t seen it, you need to see it.  You won’t be able to walk away thinking to yourself that you have life all together.  Every time I watch it, the first thing I do is give my kids a hug!  They are only small for so long!  I don’t want to miss a thing with them, but life demands so much!

I just pray that right now you can slow down for a moment in your busy day and give thanks for your family.  Give thanks for your kids, your wife, and your home – perhaps even your dog!  

God gave you these blessings – count them!  For your wife/husband is the beautiful fruitful vine – and your kids ARE the olive shoots around your table!  AMEN!
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DAY 6 Proverbs 3:5


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding”








Have you ever had the chance to sit back and think of different milestones, particularly struggles you faced in life, and thought – “wow, had that not happened, I wouldn’t be where I am.”  

I have come to the conclusion that God knows what he is doing and he is in full control.  I know, simple, right?  Of course!  There is your “AHA!” moment from me this morning!  But no, seriously.  Even when sin is involved, he STILL accomplishes what he is going to accomplish.  
God was serious when he said he is perfect and doesn’t make mistakes.  And he didn’t make a mistake with you.
When talking with a friend, he said to me – “I don’t understand how God will get me through this – I messed up so bad.”  Truth is, “do not lean to your own understanding” because you will NEVER figure it out!  This is where faith comes into play.  You have to believe when he says to just trust him with all your heart.
No matter what situation you are currently facing, know a couple things before departing from this chapter.  
A. Your job is to trust him
B. Do not try to figure it out
God is so infinite and incredible.  He fascinates me how he has taken my broken soul, mind and body and turned around sinful experiences that I did to myself and made them a learning experience.  He has taken sinful experiences and taught me obedience.  He has taken my sin and taught me forgiveness.  He has taken my sinful life and made it useful to his purpose and his ways.  
Something that you need to realize is that your relationship with God is no on accident.  He is perfect and all knowing.  He called you to use you – not just call you until you messed up then abandon you.  You were not a mistake to call.  We have “all sinned and fallen short of his glory.”  As the apostle Paul later asks, is that a reason to keep on sinning?  Absolutely not.  But don’t beat yourself up.  That is what Satan wants.
Repent.  Turn away from it.  Go in the opposite direction and let the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob redeem your life.  Let him take the bad and make it good.  Let him take the retched sinner and make him something incredible.
I mentioned Paul – the apostle Paul persecuted the church and was even involved in one of the first disciples martyr (Stephen).  God came to Paul through Jesus and made him into one of the most persuasive men in the early church to the leaders and rulers of the world at that time.
Nothing you have done is stronger than what God wants to accomplish in your life.  Our job is to TRUST him and stop trying to figure it out.
PRAYER
Lord, I may not understand all the time, but God I choose to believe that you called me by name and have something incredible that you want to do through me.  I ask for forgiveness Lord and am turning away from my sins.  Father, NOTHING is bigger than you!  No mistake that I have made, though I have messed up, is stronger and bigger than you.  You can turn my life around for good and I am trusting you right now to do that.  Father I bind Satan in the name of Jesus – I bind up his lies!  He is the father of LIES!  You love me and I am cherished by you!  Satan can no longer affect me the way he has – I am bigger than that because I have Jesus in my heart!
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DAY 7 Psalm 28:7



“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts”






I recently read an article that stated something fascinating – and not in a good way.  The article was about the church as a whole and it said a very small amount of Christians believe that they are strong and have defenses against the Devil.  Even more said they weren’t aware of a war that is going on around them that they can’t see!
How scary is that?
It would be like getting dressed for the day – doing our normal routine – and not realizing that someone has invaded your community with bombs and urban warfare going on.  
The threat is real!  And we need to put on our armor every single day.  We need to let Jesus know, and ourselves know, that Jesus is in control.  We need to continually remind ourselves that Jesus has already won this battle.  We need to remember that because of Jesus we live!  
So much was accomplished on the cross of Calvary.  Jesus gave us victory to every single piece of warfare that Satan wants to throw in our direction.  He has been successful because some folks are ignorant to the power the name of Jesus has, or they choose to limit the power Jesus has by listening to Satans lies. 
Today, reiterate and claim this scripture as yours!  Claim that the LORD is my strength!  The Lord, who is and was victorious STILL reigns supreme, forever and ever, AMEN!
Learn to BIND Satan and throw him under your feet in the name of Jesus.
Fight Satans schemes against you today with the powerful and holy name of Jesus!
Take back what is rightfully yours.
The bible tells us in John 10:10 – “the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy.”
He is roaring around like a roaring lion waiting for someone to devour.  What better prey than a Christian and believer in Jesus that isn’t claiming victory through Jesus’ name?  Truth is Satan wants to steal everything you have, he wants to kill you, and he wants to destroy you – ANYWAY that he can!
The threat is real!  Fight the good fight of faith Christian soldiers!  Trust in the Lord always and let him be your strength and shield today!
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DAY 8 Numbers 6:24-25

 “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you”











Some of you may be reading this in the early morning while the sun is still coming up.  Isn’t that an amazing sight.  The whole Earth wakes up in those moments.  I am often reminded of the song by Chris Tomlin “the Earth is filled with your Glory.”  The Glory of the Lord rising in the morning – the day is starting new.  No matter what happened yesterday, last week, last month, and last year even – TODAY is a new day.  Today is a new chance at life.
Folks struggling depression fail to miss this.  Some of us will wake up and dread having to wake up.  But the beautiful part is that He is giving you a new change – a fresh start today.  He is making his face shine upon and wants to be gracious to you.  
That is the love of our Heavenly Father.  He calls himself father to us.  
Coming from a father, there is no greater joy than waking up and seeing my kids sleeping peacefully – knowing they had a good night sleep and feel safe and secure.  They rest peacefully and, most of the time, when I wake them up to start the day they express so much love and display their first smiles of the day in those morning hours.  
Can you imagine the love and compassion he has on us?  Each and every day – this world he created for us awakens so he can shine his light on us and offer his grace to us.  Every day is a fresh start.  Every day is a fresh dose of grace that he wants to give out.  
Smile towards heaven this morning and let him know that you love and accept his grace offering for today.  Thank him for his goodness because he wants to bless you and keep you.  You are wanted in his family.  He wants to provide grace to you right now.  He wants to show you that he is the Prince of Peace.  That no matter what you have done – he has a fresh set of grace for you today.  

Prayer:
Jesus, thank you for all that you have done.  Thank you for making a way for us to experience our Heavenly Father.  Because of your sacrifice, I have grace this morning.  Because of you I have hope for this new day!  Though the day is just begun, I ask you for your help, your guidance, your direction and your mercy.  In your holy name, Amen!
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DAY 9 1 Corinthians 10:13

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it”






“No temptation has overtaken you that is NOT common to man.”  That is a pretty bold statement considering when we make a mistake we sure feel like we are the only ones dumb enough to make those mistakes.  We feel so alone in those moments – so vulnerable.  
That is exactly what the enemy wants us to believe.  He is described as a roaring lion waiting for someone to devour.  
When I was watching Discovery Channel there was a program on about Lions.  You see when Lions hunt, they will follow a herd for miles waiting for one in the herd to be left alone.  They don’t go straight into the herd and just get one – that would be too hard.  They are patient hunters and will wait for the right moment to strike and pounce on the unlucky Bison that just wandered away from the herd.  It is no match for the Bison when he is on his own – his fate is made up at that time.
Satan wants you to believe that you are on your own.  That no one else is going through what you are going through – that you are unique in your struggle.  The bible tells us differently.  Notice the last part of the first sentence “….that is not common to man.”  
If you think of the word “common” it means that it happens with a higher frequency of occurrence, right?  This is exactly what the Lord is saying to us here.  God is aware of these struggles, they have happened before, and look to him because he already has the remedy to endure it.
I recall a season in my life where I was under a heavy amount of spiritual attacks.  In those times, I felt I was the only one going through it.  I spoke with my pastor after struggling with this warfare and wanted his opinion.  What he told me was astonishing.  He told me that there were almost a dozen families that came to him expressing the same attacks on their families as was on ours.  Kids getting sick, temptation to not tithe because of financial hardships, families too busy for each other causing division in their families – a number of offensives. 
Here I thought I was alone and there were a dozen other families.  What happened?  I wasn’t connected.  I got away from the herd.  I was easy picking.  
Here is the challenge for today.  
Seek out a brother or sister in the Lord.  Connect with them.  Find out what is going on in their life and share life together.  You are not alone – this is why we have the body of Christ.  We can learn from each other and help each other grow.  We can build each other up and keep us in the herd. 
Pray for each other and know that God is there watching over his flock.  He will provide an escape and you will be able to endure this offensive!

Prayer:
Lord, thank you for making a way when I didn’t see one.  I trust you with everything going on around me, Lord.  You have my back!  Father, help me to connect and to understand that I am in a battle – though I didn’t choose to be hunted. I don’t have to be a victim.  Reveal your mysteries to me Lord – grant me wisdom when I don’t understand.  I pray for my church family, Lord.  Protect the flock and lead us to your truth.  Thank you for the Christian family you put into my life – I need them and they need me.  Help me to be a strong tower to them and help them to be honest with me to hold me accountable.  Thank you Lord for the family you provided.  In Jesus Name, Amen!

DAY 10 Psalm 32:8



 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you”











When I was a kid, having Dad instruct me and keep my eye on me while I was doing something always assured me that I was going to be able to complete the task at hand.  Though my dad never taught me how to work on things like a car engine, Dad helped me to become quite the pitcher.  We would play catch and work on my accuracy at the bus stop at the ripe age of 9 years old.  He would do research on how to throw harder and faster by reading his Nolan Ryan pitchers bible to help me.  He would watch me throw and offer correction on my mechanics when I got lazy.  As I got older, he would stand 50-60 yards away as I would throw long toss to improve my arm strength.  
Dad offered counsel and it made me a better pitcher.  I wasn’t doing it alone and I was lucky to have a dad that invested that much time into my skills.  
God does this for us too.  He gives us counsel through his Holy word.  He is always watching and is always around.  The bible calls him “Omnipresent” which means he is everywhere.
Isn’t it encouraging to know that we have a heavenly father that is everywhere around us and for us?  He is always speaking and guiding us through his Holy Spirit that lives deep within us.  He promises that he would instruct us and guide us to where we should go.  
Another thing about Dad’s is that they always seem to know where they are going?  Numerous times Dad would take our family to New York City and it was like he drove through that city a million times.  He had no problems with the traffic.  He had no problems with streets.  He had no problem with the pace of the city life.  I remember when I asked him how he could do this, his reply would be simple – “I just follow my nose.” 
God knows what he is doing and where you are going.  He has it all under control.  Today, live in the assurance that you have someone that has your back.  Someone that loves you and is investing so much into you because He loves you and wants you to succeed in this life and the next.



Prayer:
Father – thank you for never letting go of me and never leaving me.  Thank you for teaching me all I should know and investing in me.  Father I pray for you to continue to lead me and guide me in all truth.  You know what you are doing with my life and I trust you with every fiber of my being to do good through me.  Use me, Lord.  Use me for your purpose and your ways and reveal yourself to me.  Thank you for loving me, Lord.  In Your Holy Name – Amen!
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DAY 11 James 1:5

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him”











What a promise to claim for today – and it’s simple.
Lack Wisdom? Ask God and He will give it to you – no questions asked.  No gimmicks, not tricks – just ask and he will give it to you.
Then why aren’t we doing this and claiming this promise more?
It’s pretty black and white, isn’t it?
It also says something else in there – God gives generously.  Do you believe that?  When you come before God do you believe that he is a generous giver? Or do you feel that you have to beg him for help?  
“God has too many things going on today – too many people with bigger problems to actually give to me generously.”
Some people go as far to say that it is wrong to believe that God would give you things that you ask for.  
Wait a minute – without God, we wouldn’t have anything anyways, right?  So, if you need something, wouldn’t it make sense to ask him for it?
Yes, Yes, and more Yes!
You see that is what he wants – he calls himself the Giver.  Interesting.  The promise here in James is that “…He gives without Reproach.”
What does reproach mean?
Disapproval or disappointment.
WOW!
Did you read that?
God gives without disapproval or disappointment.
How much have you been missing out on in your life after knowing THIS!
This verse makes my spirit jump – it is so incredible on so many levels because it opens the door to anything.  It even backs up what Jesus said when he said, “Ask ANYTHING and it will be given to you!”
Anything!  
Ask Anything!
Connect the dots, folks.  God gives generously without reproach (disapproval or disappointment that you asked for him to do this).  AND Jesus said to ask for ANYTHING.
Put the book down and ask God for his wisdom and intervention in your life right now.  Claim these promises for your life!  God wants to move, but if you put him in a box of misconception, how can He operate in his reality?
He can do anything!  He wants to do anything.  Don’t limit God any longer!  Let him work!
Prayer:
Lord, thank you for your precious promises!  I claim them today, Lord.  I ask you to forgive me for putting you in a box – you are so much bigger than I have let you be in my life.  I ask for your wisdom, guidance, and direction this morning.  I ask you for your blessing Lord.  You know our needs, and I ask you expecting that you provide an answer since you promised you would give generously when I asked.  I am so thankful for you Lord!  Thank you for a new day and a new awakening!  In Jesus Name, AMEN!
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DAY 12 Ephesians 6:11

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil”











When I first became a Christian, I didn’t understand that I constantly needed to be prepared for battle.  New Christians never want to think of it like this and perhaps that is why some fall away.  This battle isn’t what they had signed up for!  They weren’t ready to really fight!  Some heard the good news, but didn’t want to hear the other side of the truth – or maybe they just weren’t told that there was another side.  Ignorance or just not being taught appropriately aside, the truth is we are constantly at war.  
Luckily, we won this battle and Jesus has already made it so that we can be dressed and clothed in righteousness (or right standing with God).  He has given us victory and knows that we need the right equipment for battle.  
Football players have on a large amount of pads.  They are constantly taking a beating on the field lining up to knock each other heads off.  Push them down the field to score a touchdown.  When I was a kid playing, we use to want to “pancake” out opponent on the line of scrimmage.  That meant that we would hit our opponent so hard that it would put them on their back.  We would go back to the huddle – same thing.  We would want to hit our opponent again – and again – and again.  You need that armor.  
Life as a Christian is much like that playing field.  My saying is that if you are in the game, you are going to get hit.  Satan is going to hit you.  He is the opposition.  He is going to try to take you out.  So if you are in the game doing something for God – you are bound to get smacked!  You better have your armor on!
“Well, I didn’t sign up for that!  I just want the love!”
Fasten your seatbelts young Christian cub!  It’s not all hunky dory!  We have a battle raging on for the lost of this world.  Suit up your armor, it is time for battle!

Prayer:
Lord, prepare me for this war that is raging on around me.  Provide the armor for today Lord so that I can withstand the offensive.  I pray father for your will to abound today!  I pray for your perfect and holy will to WIN as always!  That your glory would be known all over the Earth today!  Thank you Lord for making me a part of this!  I pray you use me because I am willing – I am ready to go to the battle field for you!  In your holy name!  AMEN!
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DAY 13 Proverbs 21:1


“The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will”













In regards to kings, the Bible has quite a few things to say about the matter.  He is in charge of the kings that rule over this world.  Not just kings, but anyone in a powerful position, or leadership position in your community.  As a Christian this should be an encouraging revelation because whether or not they are saved (the kings/rulers) is irrelevant – God put them in charge.
How is that a good thing for me?
God says that you are his child.  Think of it this way, wouldn’t you like your Dad to have connections in the real world?  Wouldn’t your life be so much easier if Dad was behind the scenes talking to the decision makers BEFORE you went into the sales meeting?  Chances would be pretty high for you to close that big deal, right?  
Or wouldn’t you like it if Dad knew someone in your company that could help prop you up for a little promotion or put you “in the right place at the right time.”
Well, take heart, because you do that have that resource.  It is God.  He is doing this for you.  He placed the kings and rulers in place.  He put that business owner in good standing financially, He put that business up for you to talk to, He made that person in charge successful.  It is all there because God permitted it to happen.  And if he permitted it to happen, isn’t it refreshing to know that God makes you the perfect candidate to speak to those people?  Doesn’t it feel good to know that you have favor in every situation now that you know God – who loves you and cares for you – put everything to place?
I find that extremely refreshing and helpful.  God is so much bigger than us and before you doubt that that could be possible, ask yourself why it couldn’t be?  God is infinite and all knowing.  Everything is at his disposal and at his command.  God “turns it wherever he will.”
You have a choice to fight this reality or claim it.  I choose to claim it.  I choose to claim that God directs my steps, has put the right people in the right place at the right time.  Perhaps looking back you can see how that works?  Perhaps you just called it “luck.”  I always heard from salesman that “you have to have a little luck.”  I don’t believe in luck.  But I do believe that God will help us excel in life because everything is his.  He is the master chess player.  He made up the game!
It is time to believe that God works in your favor.  He says this over and over again in his word.  He calls himself the Alpha and Omega (beginning and end is a pretty solid name for someone that knows what he is doing, right?)  He calls himself the Great Provider (hmmm, provision and foresight into granting you favor?)  He calls himself the Deliverer (interesting that He knows everything and knew before we messed up, that we would mess up.)  
It is black and white.  Learn to read the Bible as black and white.  Stop listening to the lie of Satan against the mighty word of the Lord.  
Challenge:  I challenge you today to read the Word of God and take it literally.  No more interpretations, just read it and what it says it means.  Watch as the words make your stomach churn with convictions.  Watch as the words make tears of Joy flow down your face.  Watch as the words jump off the pages creating a sense of excitement and hope you never felt while reading the Bible.
Prayer:
Lord change my heart this morning to take your word literally!  You have told me you have made my path straight – yet I struggle to walk down a straight path.  Please reveal yourself in your word and help me with this challenge of taking you at your word.  Thank you father for your good and precious promises!  In your name I pray, Amen!
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DAY 14 Philippians 4:6-7

 


“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”










I LOVE the word of God!  I love how this is going to just spark controversy somewhere within your heart, or within your mind.  This verse you can either agree with wholeheartedly, or you are going to struggle to fully comprehend and accept what is being said here.  
For the latter, I can relate.  We have a picture of Almighty God sitting on his thrown being worshipped and the last thing He would want to hear is a request from a sinner like me.  I am yelling my prayer for “help!” and I want him to drop everything He is doing because I messed up my life – He has more important things to do.  I am “anxious about EVERYTHING,” because I am an imperfect immortal being.
Fiction can be fun, can’t it?
That’s all that is going through your mind IS fiction if you are questioning your relationship with God this way.  This is the promise right here folks.  God is speaking to us saying to pray to him.  He wants you to pray about everything.  Even the smallest things that you do NOT think He would want you to bother him with – he wants you to pray to him.
As a dad, I can relate.  I would hate to watch my kid carry around anxiety about something I know for a fact I can help him with.  I would exhaust ALL of my resources to carry my kids anxiety.  The beautiful part of knowing that is that there is NO greater love than what God has for us.  No greater love.  
No matter how much you love your kids, your wife, your mom, dad, sister, brother – whatever – you can NOT out love God.  So anything you would do for someone you love – God outweighs EVERYTHING we could ever do.
Knowing that – of course he wants you to pray.  Of course He is attentive and listening.  Instead of thinking he ISN’T listening – what does it say we should be doing?  Thanking him already – before anything is given.  Why?  Because that shows that you get it.
That shows God that you get it and that you understand that He cares to listen and to answer your prayers and requests.  That generates peace that God will deliver because you “get it.”
Stop being anxious and worrying right this second! 
This isn’t an issue about God listening to answer your prayer about what you are anxious about – it is an issue with your heart and your belief system.  The issue isn’t God fulfilling what he says he will.  The issue is you letting go and believing God to do what he says he will.  When you finally believe God, you will experience peace.  He will grant you peace, THEN protect you by guarding your hearts and your mind!
Huge promises there.  Are you still going to lie to yourself to not claim them this morning?
Prayer:
God, I am sorry.  I didn’t realize how much I limit you.  I am so thankful for showing me the light through this devotional.  Lord You know everything and know me better than I know myself and I pray right now for your perfect peace.  I pray right now to help me think like I should towards you.  Provide wisdom in my faith.  Forgive my little faith, Lord.  I see now that you DO want to hear from me.  I am significant in your eyes – and you do care for me.  You want to care for me more, but I haven’t let you.  I am giving over all my anxieties to you this morning Lord.  Thank you for this peace.  Thank you for answering my prayers, Lord.  In your holy name, Amen!




[bookmark: _Toc455071595][bookmark: _Toc256000032]DAY 15 2 Corinthians 10:4-5


 “For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ”









“….take every thought captive to obey Christ.”  That sounds incredibly tough and tiring doesn’t it?  We think so much – and when we think about something that we shouldn’t, we start to think why was I thinking that?
Ok, I am tired already.
Satan knows we can’t handle information overload – and God knows that this is a tactic satan is using on the church to keep Christians in bondage.  Negative self-talk, gossip, malice, hatred, etc is something so easy to shift out thinking to.
Don’t believe me?  Wait till the next time you get cut off on the highway going home!  Take THOSE thoughts captive!  Wooo boy!  I find it so fascinating how quickly my attitude can change in those moments.  It doesn’t even have to be someone cutting me off, it can be someone following too closely in the rearview mirror.  I could be driving down a 45 mph stretch on my way home from work and somebody, apparently higher than the law, will creep up in my mirror until I can’t see his headlights.  Now, since I am going 45 mph in this 40 mph zone, I just decide – hey, maybe I am going to fast and slam on my breaks till I hit, ohhhh 35.  
Ok, I am only doing this to make him angry, but the anger I have boiled up inside me because he is riding my hiney – and the things that I say in my mind about this driver (whom I don’t even know) deserves a censorship award in itself.  
I need a filter.  I know what I just did was made my enemy happy – he feels he won in that moment.  I can just see his ugly face laughing because I was just duped to fall to his cowardly level because I lost my cool.
I think if we are conscious of what we permit to enter and exit our minds, we can effectively filter things and question the spirits and thoughts.  If we can catch ourselves mid-thought and say, “wait a minute, that isn’t the kind of thought I want to have,” we can effectively apply the filter and rebuke Satan right then and there.  
I use a very simple formula and its found in the Bible.  The Bible tells us that the fruits of the spirit (thoughts we should have) are as follows.
· Love
· Joy
· Peace
· Patience
· Kindness
· Goodness
· Gratefulness
· Gentleness
· Self-Control
From these, it makes life much easier.  If our thoughts are not matching up with these standards, rebuke them and throw them away from you.  Fortunately, God knew what he was doing when he assembled the Bible.  It is pretty easy to decipher these feelings from the feelings I was expressing in my road rage.   
Let’s keep our thoughts in check today.  Let’s confirm the spirits if we catch ourselves thinking about something we shouldn’t or experience road rage episodes.
Prayer:
Lord, I am not perfect.  I ask you to help me today in keeping my thoughts captive.  Lord, I ask you for your wisdom in deciphering the spirits.  Help me to lead the life that you intend and not fight a battle that I could never win on my own.  Thank you for watching out for me and loving me the way that you do.  Thank you Lord for your son, Jesus who lived the perfect life and showed me how to live.  Help me to run the race to be like Him more every day.  In your name I pray, Amen!
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“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness”











Read that again - and slowly to make sure that it sinks in.
Do you see that?  His love and his mercy on you never comes to an end and it RENEWS every morning.  You get a fresh dose of mercy and love from our heavenly father every single day!
I really hope you can pause for a moment and grasp that.  If you are reading this and struggling with something.  If you feel resentment.  If you feel like you are not good enough.  If you feel sad, depressed, filled with anxiety, or worthless – understand that God’s love for you endures forever and will renew with a fresh set of mercy on you every – single – morning.  
I heard a message one time that went something like this.  A man had a dream and he walked down this blazing white hall.  Suddenly, the hall turned crimson red like blood lashes splashed up on the white walls.  He kept walking forward and noticed as soon as he passed a spot on the wall, behind him it what use to be crimson stained walls, was now back to that blazing white. 
When he reached the end of the hall there was a man standing there and he asked the man, “What was the deal with that room?  I walked in and the room was white – it then turned into this blood red color on different parts of the wall, but after I passed it – it turned white again.”
The man smiled and explained that the red crimson marks on the wall was the shed blood Jesus made for him on the cross.  Every sin he committed was that shed blood stain.  After he passed the blood stains, the man explained that those blood stains were taken away to reflect forgiveness.
You have a fresh set of mercy and love today from God above.  When you ask for the Lord to forgive your sins and you turn away from that sin (repent) you are cleared and God has forgiven it.  The bible says that our sin is taken “as far as East is from the West.”  
Perhaps you have done this.  I know I have.
When I messed up, the thief will remind me of my past sins.  He will remind me that I made a million different mistakes in my life.  He will remind me of all the times I failed to be “perfect” for God.  But luckily Satan is a disgusting liar.  
The truth of it is – if you go back to God and ask for him to forgive something over and over and over again – though you remember it – God doesn’t.  You asked for it to be forgiven, it’s gone to him.  So it is like asking him to forgive you for a past sin and then his response is, “what are you talking about?  That was already forgiven!  I don’t see it in my book.”
If the creator of this universe has let go of a mistake you made – shouldn’t you?
What really needs to happen then?
You need to forgive yourself – cut yourself a break here!  Forgive yourself for failing.  God doesn’t hold it against you, why should you hold it against yourself?  
What a burden to lift off your shoulders this morning.  Forgive yourself and move on.  If you hurt someone else, make it right and move on.  If they hurt you – forgive them and move on.
Prayer:
Lord, Thank you for forgiving me.  What I have done in the past, you do not continue to look on and frown upon.  Please help me to forgive myself this morning.  Please help me to move past these mistakes that I have made – where I have failed you.  I praise you Lord because you have cleaned my slate.  I have nothing held against me because of your son, Jesus.  Jesus, thank you for saving my life.  Thank you for living the perfect life that I could not live for myself!  Thank you for lifting this burden off of me this morning with the realization that you give me a fresh set of mercy and love every single day!  







[bookmark: _Toc455071597][bookmark: _Toc256000034]DAY 17 Matthew 5:16


“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven”











Fortunately, I have seen some pretty cool things in my young life as a Christian.  I have experienced this scripture several times in my life, but I have an instances that stands out that I want to share. 
I use to sing with a secular rock band when I lived in Greenville, SC that permitted me to meet a lot of different people in a lot of different avenues.  I wanted to make note of it being a secular rock band because, though I was saved and was a Christian, my lifestyle at the time did not reflect my faith.  I was partying, drinking, swearing, and doing what I thought all “rockstars” did.  Though it was not a moment in time that I am extremely proud of in terms of my character, the Lord still used me as a source for change in the lives of my band members and the audience.
A good friend of mine who was our bass player was the sense of reason in the band.  He chose sobriety and stayed away from the drugs – was an all-around incredible guy.  When we were in the band together, he was up in the air about his faith.  He had his questions.  As I mentioned, I was acting like such a hypocrite, but out of that hypocrisy, the Lord was still shining his light through me because Aaron knew that there was something different about me.
One day at band rehearsal it finally came out.  He finally asked me about faith.  He mentioned that he read our song lyrics, he noticed my actions were different from everyone else he knows, and he knew that I read the bible and believed what it said.  I was open with the guys about Jesus when it came up with questions they had about our lyrics and my tattoo (I have a tattoo of Jesus on my left shoulder you cannot miss) so they definitely knew where I stood – and yes, I had to defend Jesus on numerous occasions in that type of surroundings – that never changed about me. 
Aaron asked me about Jesus and about my faith.  I shared my faith with him, but at the time it didn’t seem to make any difference.  I answered his questions and knew I had to continue to pray for his salvation.  Something definitely changed – something that I will never figure out, but I am glad that it happened.
Two years later, after I quit the band and moved home, Aaron called me.  He said to me, “Drew, you were right.”
I was a bit confused, I thought he meant about the guys that were in the band, but he continued. “You were right about Christianity.  I committed my life to Jesus.”
I set the phone down that night while I sat at my house in front of the campfire and cried.  I couldn’t believe that – even though I was living so selfishly – even though Aaron saw what I was doing – God’s light still was shining through me and his purpose to save Aaron was fulfilled.
Looking back, I know for a fact that God wanted me in that band to save Aaron – not for me to be a rockstar.  It was to save Aaron, period.  He wanted to use me to win Aaron’s heart.  
God will accomplish whatever he pleases through us.  Though I was living selfishly, he still used me.  He used the lyrics and feelings I had to bless the audience.  He used that very opportunity to speak to Aaron through me.  God knew that if the conversation came up, even though I was being selfish, I would stand up and deliver the message he wanted me to deliver. 
He wants to use you, too!  All of us.  WE are his testimony.  WE are called to reach all ends of the Earth.  This was the great commission he sent us on.
Let God use you.
The thing I learned is that God gives us opportunities to plant seeds into our fellow man every single day.  My wife is incredible at seeing opportunities to bless someone and to shine her light on people.  She has that personality that people just open up to her and she listens fervently to the things people tell her.  She listens with compassion as they explain their life circumstances.  She communicates with peace, not judgement.  She offers correction based on what the Word of God would say to them – not by her own standards.  Sometimes that comes off wrong and strikes a nerve, but she knows it’s the correct advice to give.  She leads with a smile while providing a dose of truth.
I am so thankful to be able to witness this.  It has taught me to open my eyes to conversations that I have with the people I meet every day.  Every opportunity we get to share the truth in this broken world could mean someone escape bondage and baggage that they have carried with them – some have carried it their whole lives.
That weight can be lifted by shining your light.  Let someone know you are different by openly displaying your light for all men to see.  Demonstrate love and peace.  Pursue the great commandment from Jesus to “love your neighbor as yourself” any chance you get.
Shine on.
Prayer:
Lord reveal to me how I can shine my light on others around me.  Provide opportunities for me today to share my faith.  Give me the boldness that I need to step up and take a stand in this fallen world for you.  Lord use me today for your purpose and your ways.  May you look on me with gladness and provide the words to speak through the Holy Spirit.  I trust you with my life – Amen!
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DAY 18 Psalm 42:5


You feel hopeless because there’s so much despair in the world. Remember that you are in the world and not of the world. The Holy Spirit within you can stir up hope if you will believe in the sovereignty of God in spite of the wickedness of the world.








This was written in the book of Psalms – how much more accurate can the Bible possibly be for our current society?  Sure it’s not ALL bad, but turn on the news, it seems like the only thing they can show is the world in chaos and the feeling of despair.  What I like about this Psalm is that it addresses this in a manner to provide a way out.  
It states that “you are not of this world.”  We are visitors, like the Blues Brothers, on a mission from God.  I apologize if you are too young to understand that joke.
How many of us truly view our lives like this?  We are visitors to this Earth in the form of our earthly bodies and are sent on a mission to save lost souls while visiting.  That is the truth if you are a Christian – that is your ACTUAL reality.
Going further, the scripture says, “The Holy Spirit within you can stir up hope if you will believe in the sovereignty of God in spite of the wickedness of the world.”  
Are you getting bogged down with the negativity I this world?  For the longest time I struggled with this.  I struggle with how it seems that the prophecies are being fulfilled right in front of my eyes.  I should be excited because that means Jesus is returning, but I am beginning to see just how hard these end times are going to be.  Take a look at what is going on around us.  
In retrospect, and on a broad variety of topics, doesn’t it seem like there is truth to “in those days, what is right will be wrong, and what is wrong will be right?”  I get so fired up when I watch the news because I see my brothers and sisters being murdered overseas while the American government says, “Islamic terrorism is on the run.”  I get frustrated with the current administration, and any party for that matter, because it doesn’t seem like anything is really being accomplished by pushing agendas that aren’t matching what these politicians are voted into office should support.  THEN I get frustrated because they continue to be deaf to the American people that voted them in when we finally call them out on policies they are trying to push.
The list of frustration goes on and on.  This world is spiraling out of control and quite frankly I get dizzy.  
But we have a sovereign Lord!  He is in charge and permitting things to happen.  He is in charge just like he was when he started the formation of the world.  Standing on that realization fulfills this scripture we are studying this morning because realizing that he is in charge will provide peace and hope despite all that is negative in this world.  
I have come to realize that I cannot control the outside forces, but I can control the inside of myself – mind, body and spirit.  I cannot let the devil have an upper hand in causing me frustration and anger over things I cannot control.  I will pray over these circumstances.  I will pray for our leaders.  I will pray for those being held captive because of their faith.  I will pray for those that I may disagree with in many of life’s issues – but I will no longer permit myself to become angry and frustrated.  That is not my mission.  That is not your mission as a Christian.  
Our mission is to “love our neighbor as ourselves,” and “love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength,” as Jesus instructed.  My advice is if you find yourself frustrated with the ways of this world – remind yourself you are on a mission from God.  You are just a visitor here.  

Prayer:
Lord you are the Sovereign Lord!  Thank you for your perfect peace when the world is full of chaos.  Thank you for your guidance and direction.  I pray for my heart to not be hardened by this world, but to be open for opportunities to share your grace.  Thank you for blessing me this morning Lord, and I pray for your appointment to share the message of hope.  In Jesus name, Amen!
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I have set the LORD always before me. Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.








This is a confidence that we need to have every single day.  We need to be able to be confident in any situation we face because we know that the Lord, the creator of Heaven and earth is on our side. 
Chris Tomlin’s song, “God of Angel Armies” is a great reminder during praise and worship.  The lyrics read.
“I know who goes before me.  I know who stands behind.  The God of Angel Armies is always on my side!”
How comforting to know that someone has our back?
There was a boy named Josh that had a hobby that not many 10 year olds have.  Josh loved to dance, and he was very good at it.  Josh lived in a rough part of the neighborhood and when he came down the street, the other boys knew for a fact they could get a rise out of the situation since they knew that Josh was heading to dance class.
They would stop their basketball games and yell, “Look, here comes the ballerina!”  Mocking him for what he was good at.  Sometimes the altercations wouldn’t be so friendly – they would turn physical.  Josh was bullied and beaten for something he loved to do, but that wouldn’t stop him.
One day, his father noticed that Josh was down and depressed.  After discussing what was happening on the way to dance class, his father knew it was time to step in.  His father was a respected figure in the community because of his size and legacy of being a ruthless athlete.  When Josh and his father walked down the street, one look at the mocking boys from his father – and they would bite their tongues and move on.
Josh grew in confidence with his dad walking him to dance classes.  He knew that his dad has his back and no matter what kind of outside noise would mock him – he knew he was in good hands and was “not shaken.”
This is the confidence we have in our Lord.  We know Jesus is known by even those spirits and demons that we can’t see.  Every knee bows to Jesus.  We need to walk every day in confidence that Jesus is at our right hand so that we can go throughout our day unshakeable.  
There are many points in our day when we can get rattled and shaken.  Something doesn’t go right at work.  Our kids are frustrating us and being unruly.  Our spouse isn’t listening to us.  We feel disrespected.  
Though these struggles are real, we need to understand that its JESUS going first.  We need to stand back and let Jesus fight our battles.  These are not the battles that we can win anyways – these are battles that only Jesus can win.  
You can’t win your battle against your spouse.  You can’t win the arguments.  They aren’t your battles to have.  Give them to the Lord – let him go first!  Your marriage and your relationships will not be shaken.
You can’t defeat a bully – you might be able to beat him up someday, but it isn’t going to eliminate the problems.  Let Jesus go first.  Let him win the fight for you.  
You can’t convince your boss to give you a raise.  You can’t convince upper management to be fair to you.  That is a battle for Jesus – let him go first.  He will provide a victory for you.
Today, make an effort to let Jesus go first.  Stop in your tracks and pray “Lord, you go first, please.  I can’t win this battle and it’s not mine to fight.  You want this and because of that – you will win this battle for me, Lord.”
Whatever the struggle in life – let Jesus Lead!





[bookmark: _Toc455071600][bookmark: _Toc256000037]DAY 20 Isaiah 26:3

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in You.






You ever meet someone that was so focused on life and their mission in life that they were just unshakeable?  They always seemed to be calm, cool and collected even in the craziest times in life.  It isn’t that they would hold things in that bothered them, but they just were calm and at peace with handling any dramatic situation that came their way.  They never seemed to get mad, angry, or frustrated, but level headed and focused.  They definitely cared about what was going on around them, they just didn’t seem to let it shake them.
The bible calls this being steadfast.  When we can get that mindset of staying steadfast on the Lord, we can experience a perfect peace with whatever situation is going on around us.  We would be so in tune and so focused on our mission because we trust the mission that was given to us.  Our trust in Jesus would be so strong, we are unshakeable.  
To be like Jesus, we need to adopt the character of Jesus.
Jesus was this unshakeable character that no matter what was thrown at him – he kept calm, cool and collected.
The story that demonstrates his collectiveness is found in the book of John.
To give you a narrative to catch you up, read the passage below.

John 8:3-11
3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 
5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?”
 6 This they said to test him that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 
7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.”
 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground.
9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 
10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said,“Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.





So here they are making an example out of this woman and wanted to stone her.  They stirred up a HUGE dramatic scene for everyone to see.  Any one of us could be swayed in this situation because of these “officials” as they were in their time.  They were like the big shot politicians that make all the rules.  You can see and feel the emotion and intensity here, can’t you?  Bystanders were probably on edge like some of us that start witnessing a fight or argument in public.  All is good and perfect until drama starts.
Jesus keeps his cool and it makes me laugh at what he does.  I absolutely love it.
They are whining and bringing the charges against her and why they were causing all this commotion and what does he do?  HA!  He bends down and starts drawing on the ground!  
Can you imagine their faces? 
“This woman is a sinner!  She was caught in the act of….ummm, sir?  What are you doing?  Jesus, are you with us here?  Helloooo?”
THEN he delivers the blow in his calm and collected way that only Jesus could do (something I wish I could do).  Probably with no emotion at all, just confidently says, “Let him without sin, cast the first stone.”
Mic drop!  Jesus just displayed the first mic drop on the Pharisees!
So THEN to make this more interesting – he just stands there watching stones fall to the ground.  I can see him look at her with a shrug and say, “Well, where are they?  Oh, they all left?  They can’t condemn you?  Very well – neither can I.  Have a great day.”
And then moves on like nothing just happened.
I love it.
This is how we need to act.  WE need to be confident in the word of God.  WE need to be confident like Jesus in all situations we face.  No matter the situation, we need to keep our cool and stand on the principles we were taught and know.  No more losing a gasket.  No more overkill on drama.  
Calm. Cool. Collected.  
Prayer:
Lord, thank you for providing the confidence that I can’t muster up for myself.  Thank you for your perfect peace in all situations Lord.  Jesus, I pray to be more like you.  Like dealing with the Pharisees, help me deal with my adversaries today with confidence, peace, and humility.  Walk before me Lord and make my path straight.  Help me on this journey and thank you for providing a way.  Amen!








[bookmark: _Toc455071601][bookmark: _Toc256000038]DAY 21 2 Timothy 1:7


For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and self-discipline.
[bookmark: _Toc443665385]









Why are we walking around with our tails between our legs when that isn’t even what the Lord gives us?  I read this scripture and it blows my mind how screwed up we are.  How did it get so twisted?  
I don’t know about you, but I am not always walking and living my life like I am powerful, loving and have self control/discipline in everything that I do.  I have glimpses of it, yes – but to say I have it all the time would be a lie.
You see I WANT to see that in my life.  I want to experience supernatural in my walk with Jesus.  I am inspired by early church how they walked from town to town preaching the gospel with power.  How they looked at a man and with boldness told the man, “silveer and gold I do not have, but what I have I will give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise and walk!”
How many of us could do that?  Randomly?  We have the same authority given to us to do it, how many do it?  It should be everyone!
God doesn’t give us the spirit of fear – and I am not talking about just in preaching the gospel and healing the sick or raising the dead.  There is so much fear in us throughout the day and our lives.
I was recently looking up fears of people since I write self-help books and wanted to address the issues of fear, and I couldn’t believe that there are some crazy phobias and fears out there.  We aren’t talking the type of phobias like germs and stuff.  We are talking weird, crazy phobias.  For example, there was a phobia I saw that people struggle with that involves a fear that they are always being followed and watched by a duck?
[bookmark: _Toc455071602][bookmark: _Toc256000039]If you don’t believe me it’s called, “Anatidaephobia.”  Yes, it has a name!
I couldn’t believe it either when I saw that.  
Not to poke fun at anyone, but this is serious.  And I want to be clear here.  This fear is not natural or normal.  No fear is natural or normal.  It is deception.  It is a lie.  Satan has filled this world with crazy phobias and fears that are all an illusion.  
Fight me on this all you want, but God is perfect.  The scripture is clear, God does not give us the spirit of fear.  Therefore fear of ANYTHING is an illusion – its made up – it is not real.
That for me – was the ice breaker.  When I finally came to that realization, I made up my mind that I would not be afraid of anything.  I am not going to be afraid of an illusion.  I am not going to be afraid of something that God did not put there.  
No more fear of talking and singing in public.  I actually feel more comfortable on stages now than when I am one-on-one with someone.
No more fear of approaching people to talk to them.  I am a salesman and was called timid at one time.  Not anymore – I won’t fall for that lie.  It won’t limit me from creating a relationship that will help my company.
Whatever it is in my life – I stare it in the face and laugh.  “I am not afraid of you – HA!  You are not even real!”
What gives you anxiety?  What makes you timid?  What are you afraid of?
Who cares!  It isn’t real!  Bind it up in the name of Jesus and tell it to leave!  Fear is dead because it was never alive to begin with.  














[bookmark: _Toc455071603][bookmark: _Toc256000040]Want More?


I pray in the coming days that these verses will serve to speak to your soul and draw you nearer to Jesus.  You ARE GOING TO WIN!  You are GOING to be inspired!  Keep pushing, keep fighting, and keep believing – KNOW that Jesus is on your side!
 If you are looking for additional resources on how to improve your life and relationship with Jesus, please visit my website below and sign up for the newsletter.  You can review past blog posts and also be updated on future releases that I will be putting out in the near future.  
I look forward to continuing to provide you with insights and wisdom in the upcoming books.  You can also review past releases – please see below for more information on other books!
Don’t forget to sign up for the newsletter for a free book, BREAK OUT OF IT! Based on confidence – see my web site address below.

Respectfully yours,

Andrew G. Wright Sr.
http://andrewwrightguru.wix.com/lifechange
Follow me on Twitter - @andrewgwrightsr




[bookmark: _Toc455071604][bookmark: _Toc256000041]FREE Chapter from “How God Blows Me Away!”

You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.
1 Corinthians 6:20




How many of us have sat there and wondered what God does in Heaven?  I mean, he is the Ruler of….well, everything – so why would he care about my little prayer request for a traveling mercy?  (If you are unfamiliar with this prayer, chances are you didn’t grow up in a traditional church.  Not that there is anything wrong with this prayer request, but this was old time terminology I don’t hear much anymore).
Here is the truth – you were bought and paid for with a price (1 Corinthians 6:20).  Think of EVERYTHING that had to be accomplished so that if you were to FINALLY reject yourself of earthly pleasures, would walk down the aisle, say a prayer for Jesus to forgive you, that you believe he is the son of God – he died and went to heaven – that you would repent of your sins and be forgiven.  That is easy on our part compared to what God had to accomplish on his end.  
Think of the MAGNITUDE of this for a second.  Everything that had to happen in accordance to his word – has come to pass.  Everything.  He made a way when there wasn’t a way before.  He had to make a sacrifice of his son – a payment – so that we can be with him because he loves us so much.  When you think of it that way, it blows my mind.  
I remember when I reached the place of “wow” when I read this scripture and it was like a flood of thoughts came to me.  Here I was in utter despair, broken because of what I allow myself to do and how cruel the world can be.  “I was bought and paid for with a price?  What price?”  Jesus.  I broke down and sobbed right there.  Every time I watch the film, “The Passion of the Christ” I lose it because that should have been me being flogged and beaten.  That should have been me carrying a cross.  That should have been me being publicly humiliated – but instead here is this man, Jesus, that was blameless and is suffering for what I did!
What about you?  Do you see the incredible sacrifice?  Do you see the payment now that he is talking about?  Can you live your life as he has prescribed you to live?  The commandments don’t seem so hard to follow – it’s a small sacrifice that we need to make compared to the sacrifice that Jesus made.








Purchase the book, “How God Blows Me Away” on Amazon.com today and add this to your daily devotionals!
Click the book cover to go directly to the books page on Amazon.com!
Or type kindle.com into your browser and search “Andrew Wright” to find this great offer in kindle and paperback formats!
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